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SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

November 2, 2022 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Sharon Petersen 

    Brian Connelly 

    Diana Connelly 

    Drew Moessner 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by Rick Lutzi with the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Rick Lutzi asked if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed agenda.   A motion 

was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the agenda as 

amended.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The claims presented for payment tonight are as follows: 

 Claim No. 11324 to 11334   

 Payroll Checks 11178 to 11183 and 11200 to 11204 

 The total for claims presented tonight is $9,675.75 

The mail was reviewed. 

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the claims 

as presented tonight for payment. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Rick Lutzi asked the board members if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed 

minutes for the town board meeting held October 5, 2022.  No changes were made. A motion 

was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the written minutes as 

amended. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Diana Connelly read the treasurer’s report: 

 Beginning Balance   $323,898.91 

 Total Receipts    $       167.19 

 Total Disbursed   $   14,354.49    

 Ending Balance   $ 309,711.61 

 

 

 

 

Certificates of Deposit 

 70800   .35%  $ 25,168.77   

 70928   .35%  $ 50,000.00 

 70929   .35%  $147,500.00 
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 70945   .45%  $120,856.55 

 70946   1.5%  $  25,089.75 

 

  Total      $368,615.07 

 

After review, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

treasurers report as given.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLMSTED COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT  

 

No Deputy was present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi reported on the TCPA meeting.  He reported that TCPA has hired Jered Stanton.  

Rick Lutzi reported on the new employee’s background and history.  There was discussion on 

the history of trying to find an additional employee to replace Roger Ihrke when he retires.  

David Meier will be heading TCPA when Roger retires.   

 

TCPA will be paying for a furnace maintenance.  There will be a scheduled maintenance 

established and Rochester Township will be responsible for part of the replacement furnace.   

 

Rick Lutzi reported that the finances remain strong.  Drew Moessner will be attending the TCPA 

meeting in November.   

 

ROADS 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.   

 

The newly erected sign on 20th Street and 70th Avenue needs to be maintained as it is not straight.  

Rick Lutzi will follow up on this. 

 

On the Ford property, the owners are having additional landscaping done.  The township will 

purchase an apron from the county for the culvert.  The Fords  will install it along with the 

modifications they are doing to their property. 

 

The board discussed possible solutions to issues on the Haugen ditch on Tenth Street.  That will 

be researched further; and adjacent landowners will be contacted. 

 

There is trash that has been dumped on Tenth Street.  The board will be working on cleaning this 

up. 

 

The work done on 110th Avenue was reviewed by the board.  The board discussed that if we get 

some rain, grading will be done on our roads. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

DOG BITE 

 

The board discussed the current situation on the dog bite.  Michael Blomstrom has been served 

with papers.  He is required to report to the sheriff and the township the microchip number that 

has been installed on the dog.  There was discussion about a report of the dogs being off the 

property and no owner was around.  The board discussed again the need to emphasize that when 

someone sees something they should call 911.  The clerk was instructed to place a notice of the 

web site stating the following: 

 

Any life safety or criminal issues should be immediately reported to the 

Sheriff. 
 

Drew Moessner will be following up with the deputy on these issues.  He will also be following 

up with Paws and Claws about liability issues that are related to this dog bite. 

 

NUISANCE ORDINANCE 

 

Drew Moessner reported on the work that is being done on this ordinance.  The board discussed 

what Planning and Zoning talked about and how plans are proceeding to finalize the ordinance. 

 

DILLONS  

The board discussed the issues with buffer yard for this permit.  It was also discussed that the 

board request additional chloride application on Tenth Street. There is wording in Dillon’s CUP 

that required establishing and maintaining the buffer yard.   

 

CORONAVIRUS STATE AND LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS 

 

No action on this item. 

 

PLANNING TOWN HALL PROJECT 

 

Randy Ashford was present to give the board some information about projected cost for the town 

hall renovation, or a new building.  He gave the board his background and history and 

connections to Salem Township.  He noted that if we remodel or build a new building, the 

building or site would be unusable for six months to a year and asked if the board has 

contingency plans for this.  The Byron Fire Hall is being considered as a possible location.   

   

Randy Ashford noted that remodeling will be expensive.  There is a requirement that the first 

20% of the remodel cost must be dedicated to handicapped access.  An elevator for this building 

would be $120,000 to $150,000 to service the levels of the building plus the structure to contain 

the elevator and equipment.  A lift would be about $35,000 to $40,000.  That is upfront cost 

before anything else can be done to the building.  The building is about 5,000 square feet.  The 

township  could spend $1,000,000 or more to renovate the building.  The current town hall has  

28 windows to replace at a cost of  at least $3,000 per window.  These are some of the costs that 

will be part of the decision to renovate or build a new building. 
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To build a new building of 4000 to 5000 square feet would probably be a cost of $150 per square 

foot.  This is for an on-grade level building with one big room and bathrooms.   A pole building 

would probably run about $100 to $125 per square foot.    A sewer would be approximately 

$20,000.  The stucco repair would also be expensive.  Randy Ashford asked the board how they 

would like to proceed with his services. 

 

Brian Connelly would like to have a packet that shows the remodeling cost and the cost of a new 

building.  He would like to have this information to present to residents before we make a 

decision.  Randy Ashford’s cost for this information would be about $2,000.   

 

A surveyor has been hired and the board has not received information. 

 

The board is also getting estimates for the cost to demolish this building and build a new 

building on the same site. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING REVIEWS 

 

Drew Moessner will contact Roger Ihrke about setting a public hearing next month to dissolve 

the following Conditional Use Permits: 

 Hope Ranch 

 Dan Lutzi Body Shop 

Also, the Paws and Claws permit will be noted as inactive, but the board does not have the 

authority to dissolve it as it was a county issued permit.  The board will follow up with the 

county on how to officially dissolve this permit. 

 

We have not yet received a pit inspection report from TCPA. 

 

BRYCE DECOOK RE-INSPECTION REQUEST 

 

TCPA has done a follow-up inspection on the pit.  The report from TCPA was read and will be 

attached to the minutes of the meeting.  At this time, Roger Ihrke does not recommend approving 

the final reclamation until after a DNR decision on a residence being built on the west end of the 

property can be built???  The board concurs with Roger’s decision that the final reclamation is 

not complete.  Roger will be notified of the board’s decision.   

 

All bonds have been received and are current.   

 

BRIAN POLIKOWSKY CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT EXTENSION 

 

The board has received a request for a one year extension on this permit.  They have not yet 

started this project but are planning to be ready to begin construction in the spring.   It was noted 

that the requested permit will expire on July 21, 2023.  If they have not yet started operation, the 

permit will expire.   A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to 

give a one year extension to Brian Polikowsky that will expire on July 21, 2023.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 
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FILES TO BE REVIEWED 

 

The board will set the dates for 2 special meetings at the December Town board meeting.  One 

meeting will be in January to go through files at the town hall.  The second meeting will be in 

February to plan for the annual meeting. 

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Diana Connelly will be  doing some additional research on how to proceed for starting a new 

website for the township.  She will be checking with web sites that other townships have set up. 

 

Sharon Petersen noted that she has received an address list from the Fire Department.  They have 

requested verification of addresses in our township.  Brian Connelly informed the board that they 

are looking at changing the formula for calculating our portion of the service contract.  They are 

also cleaning up the contract language with reference to the building.  There was discussion 

about the address list that would be the basis for the formula.  It was discussed that businesses 

must be included in the address count for all entities.  There were questions about multiple units 

and how they will be accounted for in this formula.    There was discussion of the contract 

running from January to December and there was discussion about doing the contract to be based 

on a five year contract span.  It was discussed that five years would be too long .  This is an 

ongoing discussion and will be brought up again for additional meetings. 

 

Drew Moessner stated that the board needs to consider purchasing a better vacuum for town hall.  

After discussion, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to purchase 

a new vacuum.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Rick Lutzi mentioned a request for an additional sign on the DeCook Landscaping sign in 

addition to a sign for the Plant Shack.  The board discussed that the conditional use permit is for 

one four by eight foot sign for this permit.  He has the option to put both businesses on one sign.  

He can also consider opening the permit and request an additional sign.  At this time Roger has 

told him that the permit allows for one sign and does not give permission for an additional sign.  

The options will be reported Chris DeCook.   

 

Drew Moessner will be on roads this month. 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to adjourn the meeting 

at  10:15 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rick Lutzi     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman     Secretary    


