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SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

September 7, 2022 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Sharon Petersen 

    Brian Connelly 

    Diana Connelly 

    Drew Moessner 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m. by Rick Lutzi with the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Rick Lutzi asked if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed agenda.  Rick Lutzi 

added Election Judge approval for November 8 to the agenda.  A motion was made by Brian 

Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

The claims presented for payment tonight are as follows: 

 Claim No. 10997 to 111000 and 11301 to 11309   

 Payroll Checks 11148 to 11168 and 11172 

 Check No’s 11162 and 11169 to 11171 were voided due to a printer problem. 

The total for claims presented tonight is $10,728.13 

The mail was reviewed. 

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the claims as 

presented tonight for payment. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Rick Lutzi asked the board members if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed 

minutes for the town board meeting held August 3, 2022. A motion was made by Brian Connelly 

and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the written minutes as presented. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Diana Connelly read the treasurer’s report: 

 Beginning Balance   $397,331.29 

 Total Receipts    $  87,947.46 

 Total Disbursed   $ 150,998.14    

 Ending Balance   $ 334,280.61 

 

Certificates of Deposit 

 70800   .35%  $ 25,168.77   

 70928   .35%  $ 50,000.00 

 70929   .35%  $147,500.00 
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 70945   .45%  $120,856.55 

 70946   1.5%  $  25,089.75 

 

  Total      $368,615.07 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the treasurer’s 

report as given.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

TCPA  

Metes and Bounds 

Steve and Michelle Lange 

Don & Pamela Kuisle 

 

The applicant is asking to subdivide 3.67 acres for a non-farm parcel.  This application will be 

applying for a conditional use permit for a driveway in flood soils.  The township will require a 

driveway permit in addition to the conditional use permit.    All criteria for the split have been 

met.  The staff recommends approval with the following recommendations: 

1. The applicant must provide a survey that meets the ordinance requirements for width, 

size, soils, and access as described. 

2. The survey shows the existing non-farm dwelling parcel and the existing farm parcel 

as both being located on the same farm size parcel. 

3. The owner signs a parcel combination request form to combine their farm dwelling 

with the balance of the farm acreage. 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the metes 

and bounds subdivision per staff recommendations.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA Meeting 

 

Brian Connelly reported on the August meeting.  The search for the additional staff was 

discussed.  They discussed the employee search and what needs to change to find a replacement.   

A letter to town boards  needs to be drafted from the executive committee to ask board members 

to attend monthly meetings and put in the request for everyone to look for a possible 

replacement. 

 

The financial picture remains strong.   

 

Rick Lutzi will attend the September meeting. 

 

ROADS 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members. 

 

The post for the fire signs has been ordered.  The sign for 20th Street and 70th Avenue has not 

been re-installed.  Rick will follow up with the county on getting that work completed by the 

county. 
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Road condition was discussed.  What needs to be done to get the roads ready for winter 

snowplowing will be done after road inspections this fall.  That is tentatively scheduled for 

September 19.   Rick Lutzi has met with the county about County Road 3 and 10th Street .  The 

county will put a plan that will keep the water out of the field.  The township will work with the 

county on this issue.  The road grading that has been completed was discussed.  The 80th Avenue 

wash out has been repaired.  An area of 70th Avenue off Salem Road the ditch needs to be 

addressed.  The ditch on 10th Street by Haugen needs some additional work.   

 

Troy at North Star Property Solutions was present to discuss the work that was done this spring.  

The brush spraying does take some additional take time.  If you want to do some spot spraying  

on some brush with additional chemical will incur additional cost for chemicals.  The thistles are 

a bigger problem this year.  The chemical we use will kill parsnip and thistles, but it will not be a 

total kill.  It does take about three years to see the best results.  Currently the board is planning to 

spray again in the Spring, 2023. 

 

Drew Moessner has received e-mails from various residents on the Terri Court noise issues that 

have been a problem for the last year.  Drew has made calls to law enforcement and discussed 

which residence was involved.  The deputy has contacted the residence and talked to him about 

the issues with noise.  The resident told the deputy he would discuss this with his son and the 

parents of other children about this.  There was discussion about what the requirements are riding 

these vehicles.  The deputy stressed that if issues are noted, it is important to call the sheriff, so 

they have some chance of catching them.  It has been made clear to the deputy that the township 

will charge the resident for road damage.  Some of the residents discussed the issues they have 

with the noise issues.   

 

Brian Connelly will discuss these issues with our attorney about what can realistically do to 

address these concerns.  An ordinance for the noise may have to be drawn separately from the 

nuisance ordinance.  Safety is a big issue along with the noise issue.  It was stressed that the 

residents that need to call the sheriff when issues are present.  The safety issues are something 

that the sheriff needs to be addressed by them.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

NUISANCE ORDINANCE 

 

The planning and zoning board is working on the Nuisance Ordinance.  Vince Hoover has sent 

out some additional information to the board members. 

 

CORONAVIRUS STATE AND LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS 

 

Brian Connelly has discussed the issues about the resolution for ARPA funds and the questions 

that the board had about the loss of revenue section of the allowable expenses for these funds.  It 

was explained that the rules were changed for small entities that receive less than ten million 

dollars they can spend the fund on anything but past debts, or retirement funds.  Therefore, you 

can spend the money on a new town hall.    The funds must be allocated by December 31, 2024 
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along with a binding contract that obligates the funds and must be completed before December 

31, 2026.   

 

The process for getting a new town hall will require many steps.  The building for a town hall 

would require approval of the electorate and the dollars to be spent.  The annual meeting is a 

logical venue for this.  The town board must get the estimated cost drawn up by an architect with 

the proposed floor plan.  After that, the project needs to be put out for a bid. 

 

The town board has looked at the well that is on the site and explored the installation of a septic 

system on this site.  The board discussed getting a survey for the lot to delineate the boundaries 

of our lot.  After discussion, a motion was made by Drew Moessner and  seconded by Rick Lutzi 

to get a survey for the property lines of our lot.   

 

There was discussion about getting plans and getting estimates on renovations of our existing 

building.  There was a lot of discussion about options and possible different  ways to proceed.  

The ordinance that has been proposed will be reconsidered  next month with possible changes to 

the wording of the proposed resolution. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING REVIEWS 

No progress on the permits that needs to be dissolved.  

 

The pit inspection report will be coming by the end of the week or early next week. 

 

The bond for Olmsted Aggregate will be coming due on October 31, 2022. 

 

 

FILES TO BE REVIEWED 

 

No action on this subject this month. 

 

OLMSTED COUNTY TOWNSHIP ASSN. MEETING 

 

Salem and Orion Township are hosting our September 22 meeting.  It will be held at the Byron 

Fire Hall.  The board discussed having a meat and cheese tray with crackers and cookies .  We 

will be supplying water and juice.  Diana will be ordering this. 

 

ELECTION JUDGE FOR NOV 8, 2022 

 

The board reviewed the proposed list of election judges for November 8, 2022.  A motion was 

made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the proposed list of election 

judges as proposed.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Brian Connelly authorized ditch cutting today for the fall cutting.   The board discussed what 

grading should be authorized in September.   
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Rick will be on roads this month. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

 

Brenda DeCook has requested a re-inspection for completed reclamation on the north pit. 

 

Brenda DeCook reported an incident with a person on their property, and the intruder pulled a 

gun when they checked on this person.    

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to adjourn the meeting at 

9:10 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Rick Lutzi     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman     Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


