1
SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING
www.salemmn.org
May 4, 2021
Members Present:

Rick Lutzi
Sharon Petersen
Drew Moessner
Brian Connelly
Diana Connelly

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Rick Lutzi with the pledge of allegiance.
Rick Lutzi asked if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed agenda. Rick Lutzi
requested that the South Zumbro Church be moved up to allow Christine Purvis to meet other
obligations tonight. A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to
approve the written agenda as amended. The motion passed unanimously.
The claims presented for payment tonight are as follows:
Claim No. 10936 to 10949
Payroll Checks 11081 to 11086
The total for claims presented tonight is $10,146.03
A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the claims
as presented tonight for payment. The motion passed unanimously.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Rick Lutzi asked the board members if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed
minutes for the town board meeting held April 6, 2022. A motion was made by Drew Moessner
and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the written minutes as presented. The motion passed
unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Diana Connelly read the treasurer’s report:
Beginning Balance
Total Receipts
Total Disbursed
Ending Balance

$341,804.13
$155,067.99
$ 9,441.64
$487,430.48
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Certificates of Deposit
70800
70858
70860

.35%
.35%
.35%

Total

$25,125.16
$25,044.11
$58,514.06
$108,683.33

The board discussed establishing some additional certificates of deposit. After discussion, a
motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to create 2 additional
certificates of deposit. The one will be for $147,500.00 (General Fund) and $50,000.00 (Road
and Bridge Fund) for one year. The motion passed unanimously.
Rick Lutzi asked if anyone had any questions about the report. A motion was made by Drew
Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the treasurer’s report as given. The
motion passed unanimously.
OLMSTED COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF
Not present
SOUTH ZUMBRO CHURCH
Christine Purvis
The church is asking about possibilities to provide additional signage or warnings to slow the
traffic on the road between the parking lot and church parking lot. The church is planning to use
the area on the other side of the road for activities. The board will be checking with our attorney
about liability issues if something is placed in the road. The board discussed several possibilities
and will be following up with her about this issue. Her contact information is:
Christine Purvis
507 525 0567
OLMSTED COUNTY
Chris Nelson
Chris Nelson gave the board a report on a project that will be done this year and has an impact on
one of our right of ways. He provided the board with an update on this project and answered
questions. The contractor will be required to fill out a right-of-way permit before the project is
started.
TCPA
Bryce and Brenda DeCook
Metes and Bounds subdivision
Section 16 and 21
Dave Meier gave the staff report on this request. The board discussed the request. The staff
report listed three conditions for approval of this request. They are:
1. Certificate of Survey that meets the lot area, lot width, and access requirements of our
ordinance.
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2. Survey shows sufficient area for a dwelling to be built within the SE ¼ of SE ¼ of
Section 16 and meet the property line setbacks.
3. The two acres parcel includes in total at least one acres of non-prime soils with a CER of
55 or less.
After discussion, a motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to
approve the requested metes and bound with staff recommendations. The motion passed
unanimously.
Dave Meier informed the board about a contact from a member of the South Zumbro Church
who was looking to purchase some land. Part of the land would be deeded back to the church
and the existing dwelling on the parcel would be demolished and a new building erected. Dave
Meier was giving this information to the board, so they are informed if the sale goes through
OLD BUSINESS
TCPA MEETING
They are still looking for a replacement employee for Roger Ihrke.
Rick Lutzi reported on the April meeting. Drew Moessner will attend the May meeting.

ROADS
The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.
Rick Lutzi will be contacting Freeborn County about scheduling chloride. A suggested date was
May 23.
The board discussed the proposed rock map and made some changes to the plan. Brian Connelly
will be contacting Stussy about scheduling and give them an updated map for rock. They are
waiting for additional information from Rochester Township about the rock they would like to
have for 60th Avenue.
Terri Court will need only three loads of rock this year. Drew Moessner has contacted Ruth Ann
Morgan about her issues with the road. He will follow up with her about her concerns.
Drew Moessner reported that he has ordered culverts for the Dowd property. The Dowd’s will
be covering the cost of the culverts and the apron, .Rick Lutzi was called about the culvert on
the Pirkl property. The end the of culvert has been crushed. There was discussion what options
for this property. No resolution on this issue.
Sharon Petersen requested that the grader driver make sure that all roads that are graded are
listed on their time sheets.
Craig Connelly will be extending a driveway and will install aprons on the culvert.

NEW BUSINESS
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CHLORIDE
Sharon Petersen reported that as of noon today we have received $10,915.10 in chloride receipts.

CORONAVIRUS STATE AND LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS
The report for April 30 has been filed.
The clerk asked the board about projects for this money. The board decided that they will be
looking at spending this money on town hall improvements to include a septic and well for town
hall.
A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to authorize Thein Well
to pull the pump and measure the well and give us a report on what we have. The motion passed
unanimously.
CONTRACTS FOR SERVICE
The contracts for Bruce Bucknell have been returned and were signed.
BYRON FIRE DEPARTMENT
The board discussed the joint powers agreement that may need to be re-written.
The fire department contracts are not correct. The board reviewed the issues with the
calculation. The language needs to be updated on the joint powers agreement and parts of the
service contract need to be updated also. The contracts were not signed. Brian Connelly will be
contacting the City of Byron about these contracts. The First Responders contract was also not
correct. This will be followed up with the City of Byron also before we sign any contracts.
Diane Connelly asked about the Courri and Ruppe invoice and if the charges for reviewing the
purchase agreement for the fire hall should be charged to the legal fund or fire fund. The board
agreed it should be charged to the legal fund.
PLANNING AND ZONING REVIEWS
The board will be looking at dissolving the following conditional use permits:
Hope Ranch
Salem Auto Body Shop
Paws and Claws
The board will be following up on this. Drew Moessner will follow up with the residents at the
previous Hope Ranch about the existing conditional use permit.
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RESOLUTION FOR THE BOARD OF APPEAL
The board reviewed the proposed resolution. A motion was made by Brian Connelly and
seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the Resolution 2022-11 to re-establish the ability to hold
local Board of Appeal and equalization as amended. The motion passed unanimously.
OLMSTED COUNTY INFORMATION MEETING
A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the request for
holding a meeting at the Salem Town Hall on June 22, 2022 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. The motion
passed unanimously.
CITIZEN COMMENT
No comments were made
ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS
Drew Moessner asked permission to inquire about the removal of the large ash tree on the town
hall property. He will contact someone to give us a quote on removing the tree to be cut up for
wood. The board concurred with this decision. Drew Moessner also felt we should remove the
stump on 110th Avenue that is left from the ditch work that was done last year.
Planning and Zoning discussion about membership updates were discussed.
Diana Connelly will be preparing a note to be included with payroll checks asking that checks be
cashed promptly.
There was discussion about the ROCOG Resolution that we passed last month.
There was discussion about the safety issues on Highway 14 that have been postponed.
There was discussion about the Kohler property. He is expanding his pond and has installed a
blanket on the berm. The board asked if he has a grading permit for this operation.
A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to adjourn the meeting at
10:00 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lutzi
Chairman

Sharon Petersen
Clerk

