SALEM TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 8, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 8:17 p.m. by Sharon Petersen with the
pledge of allegiance.
Sharon Petersen asked for nominations for moderator for the meeting. A
motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Teresa Carstensen to
nominate Nathan Tesch. No other nominations were made. A unanimous
ballot was cast for Nathan Tesch.
The meeting minutes from last year are included in your packet. No questions
were asked.
Byron Fire Department
Matt Grant presented information about the upcoming fire department
budgets, etc. Last year the Byron Fire had 89 calls with 12 in Salem
Township. There are 31 people on the fire department with a waiting list of
5 people. Byron Fire Department has a cadet program in conjunction with
the school system. The coop agreement with the Rochester Fire Department
that was started last year is working very well. This program will be extended
in the future to water rescues. The fire department will be replacing a twentytwo year old truck with a new truck at the end of 2022 or early 2023. The
Capital Improvement plan will have the funds to pay for the truck in full
when it is added.
Byron First Responders
Brian McGregor presented information about the current makeup of his
department. The high school has an EMT program which participants can
become certified a an EMT. They had 344 calls last year with 33 in Salem
Township. They have 11 first responders. They have 4 additional people
who will be joining.
Other Discussion
Brian Connelly stated that they are currently working on selling our 1/3
interest in the Byron Fire Hall. The proposed contract that is under

consideration limits the increase in the fire service contract to 3% increase
per year for the next five years. Byron will continue to grow. The townships
will receive $295,000 for their share of the building. There is a meeting on
Friday to work on the contract for the buy out agreement.

Unofficial Election Results
Paula Chantigian reported on the election results:
We have 793 registered voters in Salem Township.
Supervisor:

Treasurer:

Brian Connelly

40 Votes

Mike Coats

1 Vote

Sharon Petersen 38 Votes
Brenda DeCook 1 Vote

Set Time and Date for Annual Meeting and Polling Times for 2022
After discussion, a motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by Teresa
Carstensen to set the polling hours from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for township
elections in 2023, and the annual meeting to convene after 8:15 p.m. The
motion passed unanimously.

Official Posting Designation
After discussion, a motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by Paula
Chantigian designate the posting board outside Town Hall as the official
posting designation for Salem Township for 2022. Notices will also be posted
to our web site. The motion passed unanimously.
Notification for Next Annual Meeting and Special Meetings or Issues
regarding our township

A motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by Teresa Carstensen to
continue sending out newsletters for the annual meeting and post cards for
special meetings and or issues. The motion passed unanimously.
Burning Permits
A motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by Paula Chantigian to set
the annual calendar year fee for burning permits at $10.00. The motion
passed unanimously.
Financial Report of the Township
Diana Connelly presented the financial report of the township. A copy of the
report is attached to the minutes of this meeting.
After discussion, a motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by Teresa
Carstensen to approve the financial report as given. The motion passed
unanimously.
Town Road Report
The town road report was discussed by Brian Connelly and Rick Lutzi. He
reviewed road work done last year.
Rick Lutzi and Brian Connelly asked the people go to our website and sign up
for receiving notifications via e mail about issues that may arise in the
township. The information will not be shared and only used for official
business purposes.

2023 LEVY
Nathan Tesch presented the proposed levy recommendation from the town
board. After discussion, a motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by
Ben Scott to approve the total levy of $405,000.00 for 2023. The details on the
levy funds approved are as follows:
Road and Bridge
Fire Protection
Fire Building Maint.

$230,000.00
$ 69,000.00
$ 10,000.00

First Responders
Building Updates
General Revenue
Safety
Legal
Emergency Fund

$
$
$
$
$
$

Total Levy
The motion passed unanimously.

10,000.00
10,000.00
60,000.00
2,000.00
4,000.00
10,000.00
$405,000.00

Chloride
The town board is proposing to continue subsidize a portion of the cost to
residents on township roads as previously done. It was noted that grading
will be done on an as needed basis regardless of whether chloride has been
applied.
A motion was made by Tom Ferris and seconded by Paula Chantigian to
continue to subsidize the chloride as the town board as done in the past. The
motion passed unanimously.

Gopher Bounty
A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Teresa Carstensen to
set the gopher bounty for pocket gophers and streaky gophers at $3.50 each.
The motion passed unanimously.
Beaver Bounty
A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Paula Chantigian to
approve the beaver bounty of $20.00 per animal. The motion passed
unanimously.
Solar Ordinance
The Solar Ordinance has been passed by the town board in 2021. There was
discussion about some of the provisions.

If anyone is interested in applying for planning and zoning board positions or
board of adjustment, they should fill out an application. The application is on
our web site.
Nuisance Ordinance
The board may consider this ordinance to control trash, appliances not being
cleaned up on property. The ordinance may be considered for passage this
year. The board is looking for feedback on this issue.

OTHER BUSINESS
No other issues were brought up by residents. A motion was made by Teresa
Carstensen and seconded by Ben Scott to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 p.m.
The motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Nathan Tesch
Moderator

Sharon Petersen
Clerk

