
 

 

SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

August 3, 2021 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Sharon Petersen 

    Drew Moessner 

    Brian Connelly 

    Diana Connelly 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Brian Connelly with the pledge of 

allegiance.  

 

Brian Connelly asked if anyone had any additions or corrections to the printed agenda. No 

changes were made. A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to 

approve the written agenda as printed. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The claims presented for payment tonight are as follows: 

 Claim No. 10799 to 10806 

 Payroll Checks 11006 to 11010 

The total for claims presented tonight is $7,629.85 

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the claims 

as presented tonight for payment. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mail was reviewed by board members. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Brian Connelly asked the board members if anyone had any additions or corrections to the 

printed minutes for July 7, 2021. A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by 

Drew Moessner to approve the written minutes as presented. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Diana Connelly reported the following: 

 Beginning Balance   $163,416.01 

 Total Receipts   $ 280,579.41 

 Total Disbursed   $  61,755.70 

 Ending Balance   $382,239.72 

 

Certificates of Deposit 

 70800   .5%  $25,000.00   

 70858   .35%  $25,000.00 



 

 

Diana Connelly reported that we received an additional $9,662.10 for additional property 

taxes that were paid after the first deadline. We also got an additional $14.25 interest on 

our checking account.  

 

Diana Connelly has talked to the bank and secured additional FDIC insurance for $450,000 

securities from the bank. We have received an e-mail that states we are covered by this 

additional security. 

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the 

treasurer’s report as given. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLMSTED COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT REPORT—No one was present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi reported that the financial pictures remain strong. All the building addition 

bills have been paid. They have hired a new employee, Shepdale Austad.  

 

ROADS 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.  

 

SIGNS 

We received estimates from Sign Solutions for options for replacing street signs. After 

review, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to accept the bid 

for the extruded sign and do the inspection prior to sign installation. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve purchasing  

six signs for No Dumping surveillance signs on three locations in Salem Township. (10th 

Street, 85th Ave and 50th Street, 110th Avenue). The motion passed unanimously.  

 

WILLOW RUN 

Pavement Resources was on site, but the rain delayed the project. They will return next 

week and finish the patching work. The product consumed for this project will be about 1-

2/3 load. 

 

RIGHT OF WAY WORK 

The board members will be following up with Todd Bucknell and Clint Larson about the 

right of way work that was authorized last month. 

 

DITCH SPRAYING 

Rick Lutzi reported that the spraying will be happening in the fall. There was discussion 

about spraying related issues that have happened in the past and the need for exercising 

caution in certain locations. When we are spraying our contractor will need to be 

instructed to not spray anywhere near the winery grapes. There are also other locations 

that have “Do Not Spray” signs posted. 



 

 

 

There was discussion on weed control and the board will follow up on this with the 

attorney from MATS. 

 

ILLEGAL DUMPING 

We will have to hire a track hoe to remove the debris from the ditch on 85th Avenue.  Rick 

Lutzi will call Hildebrandt about removing the debris.  

 

Brian Connelly will call Eric DeCook about ditch mowing. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

SOLAR FARMS 

Rick Lutzi reported on the last Planning and Zoning meeting. There was discussion about 

setbacks and buffers and that issue is being re-worked. The final draft should be coming to 

the Town Board soon once this issue has been resolved. The purpose of doing a more 

stringent ordinance is to protect the residents of Salem Township. 

 

CORONAVIRUS FUNDS 

Our application has been completed and we received funds last week. A motion was made 

by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to transfer $58,411.00 for the Covid Funds 

to a Certificate of Deposit. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

PLANNING AND ZONING VIOLATIONS 

The bond report was reviewed. The next bond coming up for renewal is Olmsted 

Aggregate.  It will expire on October, 2021. 

 

The issues with the Farmer’s Top Soil pit (Eric DeCook) will be followed up with Roger 

Ihrke at TCPA as we have not received any updated information on the site.  

 

PIT INSPECTIONS 

We have not yet received a written report from TCPA on the June Leitzen Pit inspection. 

Drew will follow up with Roger about this.  

 

Olmsted Aggregate (Tvedt Quarry) had no corrections cited.  Therefore, no report will be 

generated on this site. 

 

Farmers Top Soil (Eric DeCook Pit) is scheduled for August 25, at 4:00 p.m. 

 

BYRON FIRE HALL 

The City of Byron has requested that we put our counter offer in writing. The letter was 

generated and signed by all board members. The originals were given to Drew Moessner. 

He will get signatures for Kalmar Township or Mary Hoeft may take it to Kalmar for 

signatures so the offer can be discussed at the next City Council meeting. 

 

 

TCPA PERMIT DRAWINGS 

The board reviewed the final list of drawings names and addresses for distribution. Diana 

Connelly will be working on a post card that the clerk will send out to notify people  when 



 

 

the drawings can be picked up.  Pick up will be  Sunday, September 12, 2021, from 1:00 to 

3:00 p.m. 

 

TOWN HALL BUILDING 

There was discussion about the possibility of replacing the town hall building. 

 

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX 

The contents of the safety deposit box were reviewed by the board members. Items that 

were no longer needed were filed or discarded at the board’s direction.  

 

FALL DITCH CLEANUP 

Diana Connelly has contacted Salem Sailors to confirm they are planning to do the fall 

ditch pick up. If we do not hear from them, we will be looking at another source to do this 

work this fall. The boy scouts have confirmed that they have the manpower to do the entire 

township. 

 

OLMSTED COUNTY TOWNSHIP ASSN. MEETING 

The meeting was reviewed, and Drew was updated on the issues discussed. 

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS 

 

The Olmsted County Highway contract was reviewed. A motion was made by Drew 

Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to authorize the chair and clerk to sign the contract 

via DocuSign. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The Couri and Ruppe legal seminar will be on September 18, 2021.  

 

Drew Moessner will not be attending the September meeting as he will be out of town.  

 

Rick Lutzi received a call that the intersection of 70th Avenue and 10th Street SW is 

obstructed by brush and trees in the ditch. The board felt that the trees in question are on 

private property.  The board will look at possible cleaning it with next year’s budget.  

 

Brian Connelly suggested that the roads do not need any additional grading in August. 

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to adjourn the meeting 

at 10:10 p.m. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Brian Connelly     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman      Clerk 

 

 

 


