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SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

May 5, 2021 

 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Sharon Petersen 

    Drew Moessner 

    Brian Connelly 

 

Member Absent:  Diana Connelly 

 

Others Present:  Daniel DeCook 

    Troy Holmberg 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Brian Connelly with the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Brian Connelly asked to amend the agenda to add Troy Holmberg to the agenda after the 

treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to 

change the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The claims presented for payment tonight are as follows: 

 Claim No. 10747 to 10759 

 Payroll Checks 10760 to 10764 

The total for claims presented tonight is $13,158.89. 

 

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the claims 

as presented tonight for payment.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mail that has been received was reviewed by board members. 

 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Brian Connelly asked the board members if anyone had any additions or corrections to the 

printed minutes for April 7.   A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew 

Moessner to approve the written minutes as presented.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Brian Connelly asked if anyone had any changes to the Board of Review meeting minutes.  

No changes were made.  A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick 

Lutzi to approve the written Board of Review meeting minutes as presented.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Sharon Petersen reported the following: 

 Beginning Balance   $252,455.44 

 Total Receipts   $    5,805.32 

 Total Disbursed   $    8,693.97 

 Ending Balance   $249,566.79 

 

Certificates of Deposit 

 70800     $25,000.00   

 

She reported that outstanding deposits are $2,003.69.  Outstanding checks are $153.75. 

 

There was discussion about the county’s action to extend the deadline for the first half of 

property tax without penalty for 2021.  We will get the normal disbursement in July with a 

make up payment in August for people who took advantage of the extended deadline.   

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

treasurer’s report as given.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

NORTH STAR PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 

TROY HOLMBERG 

 

Troy Holmberg gave the board information and discussed what services they could offer to 

the township.  A copy of the business card and information is attached to the minutes of 

this meeting.  They provide service for 14 townships.  They also do ditch mowing but 

concentrate on the chemical applications.  He discussed what equipment and how the 

equipment would be set up.  The application prices include both sides of the road.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi reported on the TCPA meeting.  They are continuing to work on getting 

blueprints back to townships.  TCPA will only be keeping 2 years of prints.  Older prints 

will be brought back to town hall and the resident will be notified that the print can be 

returned to them.  If they do not respond the material will be destroyed. 

 

The building addition is almost complete.  The follow up inspections have resolved the 

issues that were identified.   

 

The financial figures were reviewed by the board members.   

 

Brian Connelly will attend the May meeting.  
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ROADS 

CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed and discussed.  Rick will check on the culvert on Field 

Avenue and Southridge Street.  Brian Connelly reported that he felt the culvert needs to be 

cleaned out which may help resolve the ponding issue on Ford’s side. 

 

The beave dam on the Roble property was discussed.  There maybe another issue on 70th 

Avenue with beaver working near the culvert.   There are some badger holes on 70th 

Avenue and 20th Street that may need some additional attention. 

 

ROCK 

Rick and Brian completed road inspections.  They have identified 13 to 13.5 miles will get 

rock this year.  Todd Bucknell has made arrangement with Paulson Rock for rock delivery 

starting on May 17.  The work will take about four days.   

 

SIGNS 

Drew has contacted ID Signs to get an updated estimate on the signs we are planning to 

replace.  He will have an updated estimate forwarded to board member once it is received.  

Prices have increased, especially post prices. 

 

WILLOW RUN 

Brian Connelly had contacted Kyle Finney about plans for the Willow Run subdivision.  

Kyle was going to be checking with other residents and get back to Brian about what they 

may want done on these roads this year. 

 

110TH AVENUE TREE TRIMMING PROJECT 

Hildebrandt is working on this project.  Drew Moessner will check on the work to follow 

up on this project. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

CHLORIDE 

Sharon Petersen reported that we have received $8,740 in chloride receipts.  That money 

has been deposited in the bank.   

 

Rick Lutzi has arranged for chloride application on Thursday, May 27. 

 

SOLAR FARMS 

Rick Lutzi reported on the April meeting for Planning and Zoning.  They are making good 

progress on the solar ordinance.  They had a few more questions that will be sent to Roger 

Ihrke for answers.  The work will be forwarded to the town board.  A public hearing will 

be posted on the proposed solar ordinance.     

 

The Planning and Zoning Committee might be meeting again in May. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING VIOLATIONS 

We have received the required letters of credit for Builders Sand and Gravel.  We have 

also received a letter of credit for the new owners of the Rochester Asphalt property,  who 

are RG Enterprises LLC.   

 

Bonds that will be coming up in June.  Eric DeCook’s bond will be due on June 1.  

Leittzen’s bond will be due on June 15.  He has also been contacted on the expansion on the 

Bailey Sand Pit to make sure he has a grading plan and permits in place.  Daniel DeCook’s 

bond will be coming due on June 30. 

 

DANIEL DECOOK---ROSS PROPERTY 

Daniel DeCook reported that Pure Green will be leaving the building.  He asked to have 

until July 1 to finish out at this site.   Roger will be notified about the July 1 deadline.   

 

He is also in the process of talking to DeCook Drainage to be the new renter on this site.  

He will be applying for a Conditional Use Permit or an Interim Use Permit.  He has about 

fifteen employees.  There was discussion about what might be involved with this business at 

this site regarding traffic, employees, etc.  These issues will be addressed by the Planning 

and Zoning Committee when the permit comes up for public hearings.  Questions were 

asked about what the business would entail.   They will be using the building for office 

space.   

 

PIT INSPECTIONS 

There was discussion about what the status is on the Leitzen Pit on County Road 25.  

Leitzen has had a one year extension on this pit.   He has been contacted by Drew Moessner 

and Dre was told they are getting the grading plan.  He has planted trees around the 

proposed site.  The board will be following up on this with TCPA.  If TCPA determines 

that the pit has not been opened in a timely manner, the Conditional Use Permit will be 

dissolved.  He can re-apply for a new permit.   

 

There was discussion about the inspections we have completed and the ones we need to do 

this year.  There was also discussion about the amount of time it is taking for supervisors to 

follow up on pit operators to make sure they are following the rules on their conditional use 

permits. 

 

Brian Connelly will contact Roger Ihrke about the follow-up inspection for the Fuller Pit.  

They plan to schedule this inspection in May.   Drew Moessner asked the board to look at 

the new drainage ditch.  It should be completed and the water issue solved at the time of 

inspection.   

 

The south pit for Bryce DeCook had some noted corrections and Brian Connelly was 

wondering if that work had been started or completed.  This will require more follow up. 
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The board discussed scheduling pit inspections for the operations that were not inspected 

last year.   They are planning to inspect the Leitzen Pit in June.  Olmsted Aggregate (Tvedt 

Quarry) will be scheduled for July.  Eric DeCook pit operation will be inspected in August.  

We need to find out if we have a Salem Township Conditional Use Permit for Paulson Sand 

Pit. 

 

BYRON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Brian Connelly has gone over the calculations for the contracts for the fire department and 

reviewed it with the Board.  He has found that they are not following the formula that is 

outlined in our service agreement.  Brian Connelly will be contacting them about the 

contract figures.  He would like to go over the contract figures and the way the numbers 

were calculated in person with Mary Blair-Hoeft.  A future meeting will hopefully be 

scheduled with her and our Supervisors. 

 

The board also discussed the counter offer that is being proposed for the fire hall buy out.  

Drew has talked to Kalmar Township.  The board will present the offer that they would 

like to be paid $325,000.00 per entity plus a guarantee of fifteen years that the service 

contract will not rise over 3% per year.    It was noted that both boards felt the initial offer 

from Byron is too low.  It was also noted that the appraisal they were working from was 

done before the additional cost of the new blacktop was completed.   

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP  BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Brian Connelly will be contacting Roger Ihrke about Daniel’s DeCook’s north pit which as 

contractor storage staging and occurring there.  We want to make sure he has a temporary 

permit for this. 

 

Sharon Petersen asked to order replacement checks as our supply is getting low.  She will 

be allocating some of the new checks to the treasurer for the printing of payroll checks. 

 

Sharon Petersen also asked whether the board wanted her to order LED bulbs for the 

other meeting room.  It was decided that we will not be doing this at this time. 

 

There was discussion about the Koehler property and whether Roger Ihrke should be 

asked to do a site visit.  This is to make sure he does not need a grading plan for this site. 

 

There was board discussion about garbage being dumped in our right of ways as an on-

going issue.  There was discussion about possible solutions to try to catch people who are 

dumping garbage.  The town board may be trying some of the suggestions.   

 

There was discussion about the stimulus money that maybe coming.  There is little 

information yet on what the proper expenditures are  for this money.  Nels Pierson will be 

coming to our meeting in June or July.  We can ask him for added information on what the 

money can be used for. 
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A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to adjourn the meeting 

at 10:20 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Brian Connelly     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman      Clerk 


