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SALEM TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

April 7, 2021 

 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Diana Connelly 

    Sharon Petersen 

    Drew Moessner 

    Brian Connelly 

 

Others Present:  Dave Walters 

    John Donovan 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Brian Connelly with the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Brian Connelly asked if anyone had any changes to the printed agenda.   A motion was 

made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the agenda as printed.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The claims presented for payment tonight are as follows: 

 Claim No. 10722 to 10732 

 Payroll Checks 10734 to 10746 

The total for claims presented tonight is $8,675.50. 

 

*10733 Check was voided due to printer error. 

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the claims 

as presented tonight for payment.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mail that has been received was reviewed by board members. 

 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Brian Connelly asked the board members if anyone had any additions or corrections to the 

printed minutes for March 3.   A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by 

Rick Lutzi to approve the written minutes as presented.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Brian Connelly asked if anyone had any changes to the Board of Canvas meeting minutes.  

No changes were made.  A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew 

Moessner to approve the written Board of Canvas meeting minutes as presented.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



2 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Diana Connelly reported the following: 

 Beginning Balance   $265,387.18 

 Total Receipts   $       289.80 

 Total Disbursed   $  21,915.51 

 Ending Balance   $243,761.47 

 

Certificates of Deposit 

 70800     $25,000.00   

 

 

The report includes payments made tonight. 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the 

treasurer’s report as given.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi reported on the TCPA meeting.  He reported on the building addition and the 

problems that have been noted on the construction project.  Those problems are in the 

process of being resolved with the builder.  The rental rates for the new space were 

reviewed by board members.   

 

Roger will be looking for his replacement.   

 

Rick Lutzi will be attending the meeting in April. 

 

ROADS 

 

The Clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.  There was discussion on the 

complaints that were received from the heavy late snow.   Problems with this type of storm 

are normal. 

 

The board discussed when road inspections can be scheduled.  Rick Lutzi and Brian 

Connelly will do road inspections on April 12, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.  The clerk will post this 

inspection.   

 

Drew Moessner has been following up on the tree trimming and branch removal we are 

requesting on 110th Avenue.  There is a large cottonwood tree that will probably have to be 

removed as it is entirely in the right of way.  Drew will be contacting Mr. Decker about 

getting a signed statement agreeing to remove the tree.  A motion was made by Brian 

Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi  to authorize Drew to make decisions on the 

additional work on 110th Avenue. 

 

Drew Moessner will follow up and get an updated quote on the street signs we are working 

on getting replaced.  A decision on this will be made at the May meeting. 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTRACTS NEEDING SIGNATURE 

 

We received most of our contracts back for final signature.  The clerk was asked to send a 

reminder to Olmsted Aggregate and Milestone Materials to return their contracts.  All 

contracts that have been returned were signed and the vendor copy will be sent back for 

their record. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

CHLORIDE 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to set the price for 

chloride when the application rate is confirmed.  The motion passed unanimously.  Rick 

Lutzi e-mailed Freeborn Cooperative for this information. 

 

The board members got verification from Freeborn Cooperative on the application rate for 

chloride.  The cost for one foot is $0.54.  The board reviewed our pricing for chloride 

application and decided to leave the price the same as last year.  A motion was made by 

Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to set the price for 2021 at $90.00 for the first 

three hundred feet and $60.00 for each additional one hundred feet ordered.  The cost for 

the residents on 63rd Avenue will remain at $50.00 per resident.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Post cards will be prepared and mailed out by April 14, 2021.  The deadline for chloride 

payment will be May 8, 2021.   

 

SPRING DITCH PICKUP 

 

A letter has been drafted for the Salem Sailors and the Boy Scouts to authorize them to 

take debris picked up in our ditches to the Olmsted Waste to Energy Facility.  The letter 

was signed by the chairman. 

 

 

SOLAR ORDINANCE 

Sonya Mansfield was contacted about calling a Planning and Zoning meeting for April to 

continue working on the revised Solar Ordinance.   It was also noted that the new owners 

of the Rochester Asphalt property are requesting to come to the planning commission for 

review of the Conditional Use Permits for that property.   

 

The clerk will be notified about the meeting if it is scheduled. 
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EXPIRED BONDS 

 

The new owner of the Rochester Asphalt property is securing a bond for this property.  

They are also planning to come to a Planning and Zoning Commission meeting to review 

the Conditional Use Permit. 

 

The Bryce DeCook north pit bond has expired.  We have been told that Builders Sand and 

Gravel  is going to secure the bond for this site.  A letter was drafted by the clerk that was 

signed by the chairman and will be e-mailed to Sterling Bank per their request. 

 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING VIOLATIONS 

 

The board discussed setting up a follow up inspection for the Fuller Pit the week of April 

26, 2021. 

 

Some other issues that maybe in violation of our ordinance were discussed.  It has been 

reported that Daniel DeCook has rented out part of his shed at the sand pit near his 

residence.  Dillon Auto Salvage has buffer issues that have been ongoing for a while.  Those 

will be followed up on this spring.   Roger Ihrke will be doing an onsite inspection and 

requesting information on water tests that were to be submitted. If the buffer yard has not 

been planted, it maybe necessary to proceed with legal action.   It appears that a storage 

shed on Bryce DeCook’s north sand pit has a renter utilizing the building.   

 

The Ross property has not had an application for a Conditional Use Permit submitted.  

Roger Ihrke has stated that if they come in with this application, they will be told that the 

existing business does not qualify.  That decision could be appealed to the town board if 

they disagree with our administrator’s decision.  They will have about 30 days.  There will 

be additional follow up on this matter. 

 

SAND PIT INSPECTIONS 

 

After discussion, the board decided to set up an inspection schedule at our May meeting.  

The pits that still need to be inspected are: 

  Leitzen Concrete 

  Chris DeCook (Olmsted Aggregate)--Tvedt Quarry 

  Paulson Sand Pit 

  Eric DeCook 

 

BYRON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Brian Connelly will be sending out his revised calculations to the clerk for distribution to 

the board members.  Please give her your comments, and we can reach out to the fire 

department about the discrepancy in the contract.  They are not using the correct 

demographics for the formula. 
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There was discussion about the offer that has been presented for the buy out of the fire 

department building.  Kalmar felt that the 3% escalation in the service contract for five 

years was not what they wanted.  They would like to have a longer guaranteed number of 

years.  Fifteen years was suggested as a possibility.  The blacktop of the parking lot was 

completed after the appraisal.  The board will be coordinating a counter offer with Kalmar 

Township.   

 

LEVY INFORMATION 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to submit the levy 

certification form to Olmsted County for the 2022 levy.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SPRING SHORT COURSE 

 

Diana Connelly and Drew Moessner attended short courses.  The information they took 

from the courses was helpful and useful.  There was discussion about gopher bounty and a 

requirement to bring in all four feet for gophers.  Drew also received new information 

regarding terminology for the beaver bounty.  He will be seeking additional clarification on 

the bounty information that was received.   

 

OLMSTED COUNTY TOWNSHIP ASSOCIATION MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi, Drew Moessner and Sharon Petersen attended the virtual meeting.  

Information was given that there maybe more CARES funds coming to townships.  No 

specific information is available yet on what the money can be spent on. 

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Sharon Petersen requested permission to purchase a shelf unit for the back room to help 

with the re-organization of our town board files.  She also reported that she has appointed 

a new Deputy Clerk who will be training to take over the clerk position.  She has appointed 

Charlene Lutzi as a Deputy Clerk. 

 

Diana Connelly has conflicts with the May meeting as a trip was planned before her 

election.  The board approved her signing the checks ahead of the meeting and the clerk 

will give her report.  She could be available to answer questions. 

 

Brian Connelly noted there is debris on Tenth Street that will hopefully be picked up by 

our ditch cleaning crews.   

 

Brian Connelly will be following up with Jay Phillips on Willow Run to see what they are 

looking at for the road this year.   

 



6 

 

 

There was discussion about the Board of Review.  It is a virtual meeting, but the 

advertisement states the meeting is at Salem Town Hall.  Rick Lutzi will be at town hall 

that night to accommodate any citizens that attend in person.   

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to adjourn the 

meeting at 10:20 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Brian Connelly      Sharon Petersen 

Chairman       Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


