SNOW POLICY
PURPOSE: To give the citizens of Salem Township a realistic expectation of the
snow and ice removal services that will be provided during the winter season.
GOAL:
The general goal of the Township is to keep the township roads
passable during the most heavily traveled periods of the week. Service is prioritized by the
most logical routing pattern.
OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES: The first priority is to make ALL roads passable.
Once all roads are passable, the lanes will then be widened, and abrasive material applied
if necessary. Finally, additional clean-up will be done, if time allows before the next snow.
Salem Township has only one contractor for snow removal. Operator duty shifts
must be limited to 12 hours per day for safety reasons, therefore in no case is 24 hour a day
coverage provided. Icing and snow drifting on roads are an expected aspect of winter
travel and generally are not adequate justification to dispatch the snow plow. Hours of
operation will be determined by weather conditions and/or traffic volume.
Weekends and holidays will receive a reduced level of service, due to lower traffic
volume and limited resources available. If the weather service has recommended no travel,
it is assumed there will be lower traffic volume, resulting in a lower level of service.
Operations will be halted when conditions are too hazardous, or if reasonable
accomplishments cannot be made.
EMERGENCY CALLS: Snow plows will not be dispatched at night on most roads
except for true emergency calls such as assisting fire departments, ambulance crews, or
searching for known stranded motorists.
Salem Township is not liable for any trash containers that are hit when they are set
in the road-right-of-way, they should be kept away from plow lanes.
STATE LAW PROHIBITS ANY PUSHING OR DUMPING OF SNOW ONTO
TOWNSHIP ROAD RIGHT OF WAY.
Minnesota State Law (Statute 160.27 subdivision 5) states that is against the law to
place or deposit snow or ice in the township right-of-way. This road right of way extends
33 feet from the road center line to each side. This includes snow being pushed from
private drives into the township right of way. The law also considers it littering to place
snow or ice in a right of way, which is punishable as a misdemeanor (Minnesota Statute
169.42 subdivision 1 & 5).
If an owner or occupant continually violates these prohibitions, in addition to the
cost recovery procedures the legislature made available to them in MN Stat. §366.016, the
board can also consider contacting the sheriff’s department for possible action under the
criminal statutes.

