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SALEM TOWNSHIP 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

October 4, 2017 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Gail Fritts 

    Brian Connelly 

    Sharon Petersen 

    Drew Moessner 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Drew Moessner with the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Drew Moessner made one addition to the agenda.  Nels Pierson was added to the agenda.  

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the agenda 

as amended.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The claims presented tonight for payment are as follows: 

 

 Claim No. 9700 to 9709 and 9715 

 Payroll Checks No. 9710 to 9714 

 

The total for claims and payroll presented tonight for payment total $12.251.89 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the claims 

as presented tonight for payment.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The mail was reviewed by board members.   

 

Secretary’s Report 

After review, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to 

approve the written secretary’s report as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Gail Fritts reported the following: 

 

 Beginning Balance   $72,139.37 

 Total Receipts   $    293.74 

 Total Disbursed   $10,653.59 

 Ending Balance   $61,779.52 
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 She also reported on our Certificates of Deposit: 

 58237  l.1%  4/8/18   $37,768.37 

 58851  .85%  3/10/18  $41,885.22 

 70062  .7%  10/8/17  $28,162.50 

 70271  .7%  1/7/18   $  4,013.88 

 

 Total Certificates of Deposit     $111,829.37 

 

The certificate 70062 will renew on 10/8/17 at a rate of 1.1%.  There was discussion about if 

we needed to take money out of our Certificate, it would be done with no interest penalty.  

The fund balances were reviewed by board members.  There was discussion about how 

funds can be transferred if they are needed.   

 

After review, a motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to 

approve the treasurer’s report as given and approve the renewal of the Certificate of 

Deposit 70062.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Olmsted County Sheriff’s office 

 

The deputy was present.  He answered questions from the board and residents.  Traffic 

concerns with harvest season approaching and questions about drones were asked.   

 

Nels Pierson 

 

Nels Pierson was recognized to speak to the board and residents.  He answered questions 

from residents. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi gave a report on the last meeting.  Finances remain strong.  The dog ordinance 

issue is an ongoing issue that will be followed up on.  There was a discussion about an 

illegal septic problem.  There was additional information about the proposal to store 

documents from TCPA.  It will be a township decision about what should be kept or stored 

from the TCPA archived documents.   

 

Drew Moessner will attend the October 11, 2017.   

 

Roads 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.   

 

Todd Bucknell was present to discuss what needs to be addressed about road grading 

before winter.  The results of the road inspection were discussed.  All roads need to be 

graded before winter.  Roads that require attention are as follows: 
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 95th Avenue SW 

 10th Street east of 3 

 70th Ave SW needs the shoulders cut down will be addressed later 

 63rd Avenue SW has washouts. 

 15th Street SW 

 

Todd Bucknell gave an estimate on the grading would be about 35 hours.   

 

Dave Walters was also present and talked about snowplowing issues.  Some of the issues 

with turnaround areas and areas to push snow from last year were discussed again.  There 

was discussion about which vendor we will be purchasing salt and sand.  There was also 

discussion about gravel, sand and salt mix.  There will be additional discussions about this 

after checking with our vendors.   

 

Drew Moessner noted that they have generated a list of signs that need replacement during 

their road inspection on the north half of the township.  Some are county signs, and they 

will be contacted about replacing them.  Also, we will get an estimate on street signs, etc 

that we need to replace.   

 

WEB SITE FOR TOWNSHIP 

 

Sharon Petersen reported the following: 

 Sessions   61 

 Users    51 

 Page Views   142 

 Bounce Rate   47.54% 

 Organic Search  17 

 Pages Per Session  2.33 

 Time on Page   1.28 

 Page Load Time  0 

 Session Duration  1.57 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

ORI NUMBER 

 

Sharon Petersen reported that all the paperwork for the ORI Number has been submitted 

and we are awaiting the ORI Number. 

 

NORTHERN NATURAL GAS 

 

We have a tentative date for the informational meeting they want to hold in our township.  

The tentative date is October 24, 2017.  This date still needs to be confirmed.  Rick Lutzi 

brought up that we need to check into an information board for announcements.  We will 

have to check into this for future information.   
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TOWNSHIP ELECTION 

 

Pam Fuller is looking for townships to volunteer to use the Electronic Poll Books for 

township elections in 2018.  After discussion, a motion was made by Drew Moessner and 

seconded by Brian Connelly to approve Salem Township volunteering to use the Electronic 

Poll Books for March 2018 elections.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Rick Lutzi updated the board on the Olmsted County Township Association meeting last 

week.  Mike Sheehan updated the townships on spraying that was done this spring and 

they will be doing some additional spraying this fall.  He updated the current road projects.  

The dog ordinance was discussed and work will be continuing work on this issue.  The 

legislature needs to do some clarification on the statutes for dogs.  One of the issues that 

came up at the L&R meeting is that townships want to have ordinances to have ATV 

vehicles on the road instead of in the ditches.   

 

Sharon Petersen asked the board members to approve the disposal of the clerk and 

treasurer’s work books.  The permanent records are retained forever, but the workbooks 

are not needed after the finances are approved and the permanent records are stored.  A 

motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

destruction of clerk and treasurer’s workbooks.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Sharon Petersen has received a request from MATS for townships to share data about our 

roads with the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  The board will help the clerk to 

provide the requested information.   

 

Sharon Petersen reported that three residents have commented to her in the last few weeks 

that they are very happy with their road improvement. 

 

Rick Lutzi stated that the Byron Fire Department is getting called to fires that have 

burning permits.  He suggested that they check with dispatch to see if they called in.  If they 

called in, they do not have to pay the fire call.  He also suggested that residents keep a 

record of who they talk to in dispatch in case of a dispute. 

 

Drew Moessner stated that the Olmsted County Township Association has authorized $100 

toward registration for everyone who attends the Minnesota Association of Townships 

Annual meeting in November.  After discussion, a motion was made by Brian Connelly and 

seconded by Rick Lutzi to pay any additional funds for registration for board members at 

this event.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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CITIZEN COMMENT 

 

Mike Coats noted that they will be having a Planning and Zoning meeting in October for a 

Conditional Use Permit and a public hearing on the ordinance changes.   

 

Mike Coats asked about the Access Management committee.  Rick Lutzi responded that 

the board plans to work on this issue but haven’t organized a committee yet.  After 

discussion, Rick Lutzi volunteered to work on this committee.  Mike Coats stated that he 

would like to work on this and most of the Planning and Zoning members have volunteered 

to serve.  Sharon Petersen volunteered to serve on this committee also.  The board will get a 

list together at the next board meeting for this work.  There are questions about who will 

be responsible for oversight on work in our right of way.  These questions will be addressed 

to Roger for additional information. 

 

The Land Use Plan questions were raised again.  After discussion, at this time the board 

members are checking with Roger Ihrke about this issue.  How this issue goes forward will 

be an item for discussion at the next board meeting. 

 

It was decided that all supervisors will be attending the next TCPA meeting, so the clerk 

will post this meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:18 p.m. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Drew Moessner     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman      Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


