
 

 

SALEM TOWNSHIP 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

May 3, 2017 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Gail Fritts 

    Brian Connelly 

    Sharon Petersen 

Drew Moessner 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Drew Moessner with the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the written 

agenda of the meeting as written.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The claims that were presented for payment were reviewed by board members.  The 

following claims were approved as presented: 

 

 Claims presented  9597 to 9612, and 9618 and 9619 

 Payroll Checks 9613 to 9617 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the claims 

as presented for payment tonight.  The total approved for payment tonight is $24,473.48. 

 

The mail was reviewed by board members. 

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to transfer $4,000.00 

from the Safety Fund to the Legal Fund.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the written 

minutes for the April town board meeting and the Board of Review and Equalization.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Gail Fritts reported the following: 

 

 Beginning Balance   $113,117.98 

 Total Receipts   $       407.66 

 Total Disbursed   $     8,698.98 

 Ending Balance   $104,826.66 

 



 

 

Gail Fritts reported on the Certificate of Deposit: 

 58237   1.1%  4/8/2018  $37,768.37 

 58851    .85%  3/10/18  $41,706.49 

 70062    .70%  10/8/2017  $28,063.95 

 70271     .70%  1/7/2018  $  4,000.00 

 

Total           $111,538.81 

 

Total on Hand $216,365.47 

 

Gail Fritts reported that she deposited today $11,550.00 for chloride.  She also deposited 

$323.56 for burning permits and signs.   

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the 

treasurer’s report as given.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

TCPA 

 

Metes and Bounds Subdivision 

Section 21 & 22 

Eugene D Hart 

Melissa Malles 

 

Roger Ihrke was asked for the staff report on this request.  They are proposing to separate 

a farm size parcel from a larger farm parcel.   A certificate of survey is required.  There is 

no approved access to the proposed parcel.  The driveway could be approved for 35th Street 

or 95th Avenue by the township.  Staff recommends approval with the contingency that an 

access be approved by the town board.   If no driveway access is approved, they would 

require an easement from the existing farm parcel.    

 

Discussion about a proposed driveway was discussed by the board.  They have filled out a 

driveway application for this parcel.  The board will review the proposed site for the 

driveway.  After review, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly 

to approve the proposed Metes and Bounds Subdivision as per the staff recommendations.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Metes and Bounds Subdivision/Lot Line Shift 

James Severson 

Section 19 

 

Roger Ihrke was asked for the staff report on this request.  The applicant is requesting to 

subdivide a small parcel from his existing parcel.  His parcel has 33.87 acres and he is 

proposing to add 1.3 acres to Lot 1 Block 1, Grand View Subdivision for the owners to add 

to their 4.24-acre lot.  They are asking for this change to facilitate the erection of a shed, 

and the additional acreage will allow them to avoid a drainage area on their parcel.  No 



 

 

new parcels are being created.  There is an access easement that is recorded and can’t be 

altered.   

 

The request was reviewed by board members.  A motion was made by Brian Connelly and 

seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the proposed Metes and Bounds Subdivision/Lot Line 

Shift per the staff recommendations.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Melissa Malussa gave Rick Lutzi the driveway application for the proposed metes and 

bounds subdivision.   

 

Olmsted County Sheriff 

 

There was discussion about the dumping incident on 70th Avenue.  The board will be 

providing the sheriff with a cleanup estimate for this incident.  The vandalism incident at 

the Byron High School was discussed.   

 

The board discussed their idea about signs for turning in litterers.  They will be checking 

further into this idea.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA MEETING 

 

Rick Lutzi reported on the last meeting.  TCPA is still looking for an employee.  Brian 

Connelly will be attending the May 10 meeting.  There was a deficit for last month as 

checks are not processed until the permits are finalized.  They had a large number of 

checks that will be processed soon.   

 

ROADS 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.  Todd Bucknell was present and he 

discussed the road grading that has been done and the work in process for some of our 

roads.  We have been doing some major construction on the roads.   Todd Bucknell 

explained some possible procedures that he may try on some of our highly-traveled roads. 

 

On the north side of Tenth Street to near the junk yard the ditch needs to be cleaned out.  

Todd Bucknell gave a quote of $3,500 to clean this ditch.  The excess material will be 

pushed into the field.   After discussion, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by 

Brian Connelly to authorize the ditch work based on the $3,500 quote for the work.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

There was discussion about one of Salem Corners houses are piling a great deal of debris in 

the back yard.  The supervisors will follow up on this. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WEB SITE FOR THE TOWNSHIP 

 

Sharon Petersen reported the following: 

 Sessions   89 

 Users    76 

 Page Views   212 

 Bounce Rate   55.06% 

 Organic Search  25 

 Pages Per Session  2.38 

 

CHIMNEY REPAIR 

 

The work on the chimneys has been completed and the bill was paid tonight. 

 

ROAD INSPECTIONS 

 

The map that was marked up from road inspections was reviewed by the board members.  

The board did some preliminary calculations on the cost of rock for the roads they marked 

as needing attention.  Last year’s rock expense was about $54,000.  We have no additional 

funds this year for rock.   

 

The hole in the road on 80th Avenue has been repaired by the grader operator.   

 

Brian Connelly calculated that the roads highlighted for rock was approximately 11 miles.  

Todd Bucknell will co-ordinate with Braaten for rock delivery.  He is still working on 

pulling in the shoulders.   

 

CHLORIDE 

 

Sharon Petersen reported on chloride sales thru May 2, 2017.  We have received 

$11,550.00.  This represents $10,778.22 with $770.53 sales tax collected.  More funds have 

come in today and I have received phone calls about chloride, so more will be coming in the 

next few days. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING ISSUES 

 

Brian Connelly read a e mail from Roger Ihrke about Sub-Division Ordinances and Metes 

and Bounds split.  It is listed below: 

 

Here is a recap of what we discussed after the last TCPA meeting concerning subdivisions. 

First, we should make sure everyone understands what a subdivision in zoning is.  Anytime 

you split a parcel of property from one piece into two it is considered a subdivision.  This 

sometimes gets confused a housing development; they are subdivision too, but on a much 

larger scale. 



 

 

If you were to review the County Subdivision Ordinance you will find different sections 

pertaining to different things.  One of those sections regulates what you as the township 

review now that are called metes and bounds.  The metes and bounds regulations state size 

of certificate of survey and how many parcels you can have on a certificate of 

survey.   Another section of the ordinance regulates new roads in the township and the 

standards they should be constructed too depending upon their proposed use.  Sections also 

cover the platting process and this is what normally gets confused with the word 

"subdivision" 

In our discussion, we talked about ways Salem Township could move forward on the 

question of subdivisions.  As stated at the meeting, you have no regulations at this time 

dealing with metes and bounds.  The easiest solution for the township would be to add a 

section to your zoning ordinance or even just adopting a simple one or two page ordinance 

regulating metes and bounds splits.  This process may help everyone understand the metes 

and bounds process and how lands are subdivided in Salem Township.  Presently you use 

the County Regulations although you have not adopted them.  Many of the towns we work 

for have not adopted subdivision regulations but use the counties just as you do.  The 

difference is the county regulation states that staff approval is all that is needed for 

subdivisions, we have always had the board approve them; thus we are not following the 

ordinance but following a past practice. 

If you were to do nothing, someone could challenge us on why we make people wait for a 

board meeting, sometimes closings on property sales need to be postponed because we insist 

on taking it to the Board.  If someone was upset about it and took this to court I don't think 

we would have much to stand on.  

The third option would be to adopt full subdivision regulations, thus regulating plats and 

so forth.  That option, if you choose it, may be telling the public that you are encouraging 

residential development which may or may not be the case.  If, in-fact you do not want 

residential development then you would be actually wasting your time.  

Rather than a full-fledged subdivision ordinance, I would suggest that your time would be 

better spent adopting a land use plan and if you don't want residential development, adopt 

a plan which does not encourage it.  It would also allow you to put everyone on notice 

where mining activities may take place in the future and where recreational activities may 

want to be encouraged and so forth. 

I went beyond our discussion with the last paragraph, but thought it good food for thought. 

The board discussed these issues with Mike Coats and the Planning and Zoning board 

members who were present.  It was suggested that they consult and work with Roger on 

what is needed.  The Metes and Bounds ordinance is something the board is inclined to 

work on first.  Additionally, they would like to work on a land use plan.   

 

 



 

 

BYRON FIRE DEPARTMENT AND FIRST RESPONDERS 2017 CONTRACTS 

 

The board reviewed and signed the contract for the First Responders and the Byron Fire 

Department Service Agreement. 

 

VENDOR SERVICE CONTRACTS 

 

Service Contracts from quotes last month have been returned for signature from our 

vendors.  Contracts were signed for: 

 Hildebrandt Services, LLC 

 Bob Braaten Construction, Inc. 

 Bruce Bucknell Construction, Inc. 

 S&B Services 

 

ILLEGAL DUMPING DISCUSSION 

 

Olmsted County Sheriff’s office has asked for the cost of the clean up on 70th Avenue.  The 

board went over the hours work and equipment used.  After discussion, it was decided that 

they will submit a bill for $500.00 for the work.  A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and 

seconded by Brian Connelly to submit the cost for cleanup should be $500.00.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

The town board also discussed having signs put up for turning in people who are dumping 

debris on our township roads and ditches.  We have asked that anyone caught doing this 

will be prosecuted and fined.  The clerk will check with MATS about any restrictions on 

the idea of signing and rewarding people who aid in prosecution of violators.   

 

ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Rick Lutzi brought up an e mail from Byron Fire Chief that asked about getting approval 

for painting the doors on the fire hall.  The estimate is $1,050.00.  A motion was made by 

Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the charges for painting of doors at 

the fire hall. 

 

The proposed charges by Byron Fire Department for doing burning was discussed by the 

board members.  It was the consensus of the board that those charges would be valid. 

 

Sharon Petersen noted that everyone got copies of the dog ordinance that was sent this 

week.  She noted that the current draft seems to put all responsibility on the township.  She 

had called Lenny Laures and he made the request that people bring up the changes at the 

next township association meeting.  This is not even close to what we are talking about.  

There is no longer any joint powers for this issue.   

 

Sharon Petersen said that the new signs are up on Willow Run.  Rick Lutzi will check on 

the new sign for 50th Street and 90th Avenue.   

 



 

 

Citizen Comment 

 

John Donovan asked for clarification about the dumping incident and how it was followed 

up by the sheriff’s department.   

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:12 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Drew Moessner     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman      Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


