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SALEM TOWNSHIP 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

March 1, 2017 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Gail Fritts 

    Brian Connelly 

    Sharon Petersen 

Drew Moessner 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by Rick Lutzi with the pledge of allegiance.   

 

Rick Lutzi made one change to the printed agenda.  Under Roads he wanted to add a 

discussion item about right of way ordinance for natural gas lines, phone lines, high 

pressure manure, wi-fi, located within our right of ways.  A motion was made by Drew 

Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Claims presented tonight for payment are as follows: 

Claim No. 9545 to 9559 

Payroll Checks 9560 to 9564 

The total Claims and payroll checks presented tonight for payment total $8,476.62. 

 

 A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly the claims that 

were presented tonight for payment as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The mail was reviewed by board members.   

 

Secretary’s Report 

 

The board reviewed the written minutes for the February 1, 2017 board meeting.  A motion 

was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the February 1, 

2017 town board minutes as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The board reviewed the Board of Audit Minutes from February 1, 2017.  A motion was 

made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the February 1, 2017 

Board of Audit minutes as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Gail Fritts reported as follows: 

 

 Beginning Balance    $130,387.43 

 Total Receipts    $  20,581.17 

 Total Disbursed    $  30,204.82 

 Ending Balance    $120,763.78 
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She also reported on our Certificate of Deposits: 

 

 58237-1  .7%  4/8/2017  $ 37,637.00 

 58851   .7%  3/10/2017  $ 41,562,20 

 70062   .7%  10/8/2017  $ 28,063.95 

 70271   .7%  1/7/2018  $   4,000.00 

   Total      $111,263.15 

 

The renewal for 58851 will occur on 3/10/2017.  It will have $144.29 in interest accrued to 

this Certificate.  The new balance for this Certificate will be $41,706.49.   The rate for 

renewal will be .85%. 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

treasurer’s report as given and to renew the Certificate of Deposit 58851 for the interest 

rate as quoted.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

TCPA Meeting 

 

Brian Connelly gave a report on the February 8, 2017 meeting.  The finances remain 

strong.  The board authorized TCPA to transfer $100,000 in a Certificate of Deposit for 

one year.  They will shop for the best rates.   

 

Jay Kruger was at the meeting to answer questions about how they handle inspections.   

 

Rick Lutzi will be attending the next meeting on March 15, 2017. 

 

Roads 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.  Rick will be contacting the residents 

who are plowing snow across the road.   

 

The board discussed the right of way ordinance.  This will be an item for discussion with 

the Planning and Zoning in the future.  Roger has suggested drafting and ordinance that 

will cover township cost for following up on the permits we issue.  The town board will also 

contact TCPA about draft ordinances and fees that can be charged.  There was discussion 

about the high-pressure manure lines and the environmental issues if they are installed and 

they have a rupture.  This will be an item for discussion at the next meeting. 

 

The board discussed the last snow storm with Dave Walters.   We had no phone calls about 

plowing after that storm.   There was discussion about some of our turn arounds need some 

widening or changing so that turnaround of trucks, garbage trucks, and school buses will 

be easier.  The board will be looking at some of these locations when they do the road 

inspection this spring.   

 

There was discussion about next year having scarifier  blades on for ice control.  

 



3 

 

 

The board discussed the possibility of purchasing the rock, sand and salt and storing it in a 

state of Minnesota building that may be available to rent.  Rick Lutzi will be following up 

with contacting someone from the state to see if renting the building is a possibility.   

 

Web Site for Township 

 

Sharon Petersen reported on the web site activity.  A copy of the report is attached to the 

original copy of the minutes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Township Elections 

 

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to provide food for the 

election judges on March 14.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The board went over the forms that will be provided to residents at the annual meeting.  A 

motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

documents for the annual meeting and authorized the clerk to prepare 40 copies of the 

reports printed for the annual meeting. 

 

Olmsted County Township Banquet 

 

Diane Connelly secured two certificates from Salem Glen Winery for a tasting for two 

people with a cheese tray.  The banquet will be at the American Legion in Stewartville.   

 

Rochester Township Planning and Zoning 

 

Sharon Petersen reported on the meeting in Rochester Township that was to do a zone 

change for Leitzen Concrete.  The plan for this pit is to set up a 12 to 14-inch pipe and 

pump the sand under the road and deposit it in Salem Township.  The zone change was 

approved by the Rochester Planning and Zoning Board.   

 

Chimney Repair for Town Hall 

 

Drew Moessner has secured an estimate to repair our chimney structures.  We have bricks 

that have broken loose from the chimney.   He will be removing about three rows of brick 

and replace them and fabricate a wider masonry chimney cap that will shed water.  He will 

put the same cap on the other chimney.  After discussion, a motion was made by Rick Lutzi 

and seconded by Brian Connelly to approve the chimney repair for an estimated cost of 

$2,300.00 from Monty Gunderson.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Quotes for Service  

 

The legal publication for quotes for service to be opened on April 5, 2017 was reviewed by 

town board members.  The board decided to ask for price quotations for three types of 

rock.  We will advertise for Class 2, Class 5 and Class 5 modified.  After review, a motion 

was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the Quotes for 

Service as modified tonight after discussion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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The board discussed getting a quote in the fall for salt, sand etc. 

 

Spring Short Course 

 

At this time, Rick Lutzi, Drew Moessner, Gail Fritts and Sharon Petersen are planning to 

attend the Spring Short Course on March 21, 2017.   

 

Items brought up by board members 

 

Sharon Petersen presented the proposed agenda for the annual meeting.  The board made 

a couple changes and approved the amended agenda.   

 

Brian Connelly asked the board members to review the information we received from 

Roger Ihrke about sub-division ordinance.  If you have questions about this, please contact 

Roger with your questions.  We have a few options as it now stands.  Brian explained some 

of the options we could do.  Roger encourages the board to adopt a land use plan.  The Ag 

management plan that could be highlighted in our land use plan.  That would give 

residents information about what may be in areas of our township that have sand 

resources.   

 

Rick Lutzi will be on roads this month. 

 

Upcoming events were read. 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:56 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Rick Lutzi     Sharon Petersen 

Chairman     Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


