
 

 

SALEM TOWNSHIP 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

www.salemmn.org 

July 6, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Rick Lutzi 

    Drew Moessner 

    Gail Fritts 

    Brian Connelly 

    Sharon Petersen 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Rick Lutzi with the pledge of allegiance. 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the written 

agenda as written.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Officer Resignation 

 

Rick Lutzi read the letter from Jim Evans resigning his office of Supervisor, effective July 

1, 2016.  A copy of the letter is attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 

 

Rick Lutzi explained the procedure for appointing a replacement for Jim Evans.  Jim 

Evans has contacted several people about this before he resigned, and Drew Moessner had 

agreed to serve in his place if appointed.  The replacement will serve until the March 

Township elections.  A motion was made by Sharon Petersen and seconded by Brian 

Connelly to appoint Drew Moessner to serve as township supervisor to fill the seat vacated 

by Jim Evans until the March, 2017 election.  The motion passed unanimously.  Rick Lutzi 

also explained that in March Township Elections we will have two supervisors up for 

election.  One supervisor will be up for election for the regular three-year term and the 

other will be for a one-year term.  Drew Moessner was sworn into office. 

 

Drew Moessner agreed to serve on roads this month and will also serve as Vice Chairman.  

Brian Connelly and Rick Lutzi will be available if he has questions about roads or other 

township issues.  All questions can be sent to the clerk if he needs additional information.  

A motion was made by Rick Lutzi and seconded by Brian Connelly to appoint Drew 

Moessner as Vice Chairman.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Claims and Mail 

 

The board reviewed the following claims for payment: 

 

Claim No.  9326 to 9345 

Payroll Checks 9346 to 9351 

The claims and payroll checks processed for payment totaled $63,000.16. 

 



 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Rick Lutzi to approve the claims 

as presented tonight for payment.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The mail was reviewed by board members.   

 

Secretary’s Report 

 

Rick Lutzi asked if anyone had any additions or corrections to the minutes from June 1, 

2016.  Sharon Petersen noted that one typo was made in the draft minutes on a check 

number, but that was corrected on the official minutes for tonight.  A motion was made by 

Rick Lutzi and seconded by Drew Moessner.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Gail Fritts reported the following: 

 

 Beginning Balance   $110,407.35 

 Total Receipts   $  60,504.00 

 Total Disbursed   $  28,531.09 

 Ending Balance   $142,504.39 

 

Certificate of Deposits: 

 58237-1    $37,505.38 

 58851     $41,421.03 

 70062     $27,965.80 

  Total      $106,892.21 

 

The total funds on hand as of June 30, 2016 is $249,396.60. 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

treasurer’s report as given.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Gail Fritts noted that we have received on July 5 the first half of the property taxes.   

 

TCPA 

 

Metes and Bounds Subdivision 

Section 33 

Gary and Diane Kearns 

 

Dave Meier from TCPA gave the staff report on this request.  They are requesting to sub 

divide approximately six acres from their 85-acre contiguous parcel.  The seven criteria for 

this request are listed on the staff report and all conditions have been met.  They have not 

yet completed the survey for this request, but that will be one of the conditions for 

approval.  The parcel has access off County Road 3.  There are two field accesses to the 

residual parcel.  If the remaining land is sold in the future, and the new owner builds a 



 

 

residence on this parcel, it would require a driveway access permit from Olmsted County.  

The County has replied and has no additional requirements at this time for access to this 

property.  A copy of the letter from the County is attached to the original minutes of the 

meeting.   

 

The board reviewed the request and asked a few questions.  A motion was made by Brian 

Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the metes and bounds per the staff 

recommendations with the survey requirements for this request.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

TCPA Meeting 

 

Rick Lutzi reported on the June meeting.  The main discussion item was the re-inspection 

fees and how they will be handled.  The re-inspection fee has to be paid before any 

additional inspections will be made on any site.   

 

Rick Lutzi and Drew Moessner will be attending the next TCPA meeting on July 13, 2016. 

 

Clerks’ Report 

 

The clerk’s report was reviewed by board members.  Issues relating to grading and 

snowplowing on 40th Street off 110th Avenue were discussed.  The mowing has been 

completed and that road has been graded.  The bridge on 110th Avenue has been painted to 

remove the graffiti on the bridge.  Rick Lutzi thanked Mike Coats for taking care of this 

for the township.   

 

Boyd Brue’s request for a driveway was reviewed by the board members.   

 

Web Site for Township 

 

Sharon Petersen reported on the activity on the web site for the previous month.  A copy of 

that report is attached to the original meeting minutes of the meeting.  She reported the 

following: 

 

 Sessions  176  

 Users   166 

 Page Views  292  

 Bounce Rate  79.55% 

 Organic Search 41 

 Pages Per Session 1.66 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Willow Run Sub-Division 

 

All the paperwork has been signed for the Certificate of Indebtedness.  The closing was 

done on June 23 and the money has been deposited in our bank for payment to the vendors 

when the project is complete.  At this time the work has been re-scheduled for July 25.   

 

Information on the schedule has been forwarded to the contact people in the subdivision.   

 

Planning and Zoning 

 

Kate Herness has requested re-appointment to the Planning and Zoning as an alternate as 

they are not changing their legal residence.  A motion was made by Brian Connelly and 

seconded by Drew Moessner to appoint Kate Herness as an alternate to the Planning and 

Zoning board.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Summer Training Classes 

 

Sharon Petersen completed the Clerk Administration for Elections at summer training.  

Rick Lutzi completed the Board of Review training.   

 

There was discussion about the new presidential primary that will be held in 2020 by Carla 

Nelson.   

 

Election Judge Training 

 

Sharon Petersen reported that most of the class training for new judges has been 

completed.  She will be checking to make sure all other judges have completed their on line 

training.  The Head Judges will be going to class on July 19.   

 

Items Brought Up by Board Members 

 

Sharon Petersen asked for consideration of a memo about transferring funds from the 

Willow Run Subdivision Fund back to the General Fund to reimburse the money that was 

paid before the fund was in place.  The clerk and the treasure requested that the board 

authorize the following: 

 

Transfer $6,950.32 to the General Fund to reimburse the legal fees paid for on the Willow 

Run project.   

Transfer $503.62 to the General Fund to reimburse for the town board expenses that were 

paid on the Willow Run project.   

 

All additional fees will be coming directly from the Willow Run Road Project Fund as the 

bills are received. 

 



 

 

A motion was made by Brian Connelly and seconded by Drew Moessner to approve the 

transfer of fees for legal and town board expenses as detailed in the memo from the clerk 

and treasurer.  The motion passed unanimously.  A copy of the memo is attached to the 

original minutes of the meeting. 

 

Gail Fritts brought up the fact that all the small cities are passing ordinances on where sex 

offenders can reside, and was wondering if the township should think about this.  The clerk 

was directed to check to see if there is a sample ordinance that would limit the placement of 

sex offenders in the township.  There was discussion with residents about this issue.   

 

Sharon Petersen noted that as clerk, the absence of Jim Evans on the board will be greatly 

missed and all that he did for us is greatly appreciated. 

 

Gail Fritts welcomed Drew Moessner to the board.  

 

Brian Connelly asked about the priority for road right of way, and ditch cleaning that we 

need to address this year.  What projects do we need to address this summer?  Discussion 

about which projects have priority at this time.  The ditches that we should address are on 

35th Street, on 10th Street east of 70th Avenue, and on 70th Avenue by Craig Connelly.  The 

board will discuss these with Bob Braaten and get the work scheduled.  Bob Braaten 

should also be alerted on the schedule for Willow Run as the work for the shouldering 

needs to be scheduled close to the chip seal application.  We need to allow some time for 

curing of the product.  

 

Citizen Comment 

 

John Donovan noted that Daniel DeCook had a big project and one truck was exceptionally 

loud.  He has contacted the pit owner and the sheriff about what can be done about a truck 

that is excessively noisy.  He was wondering about an additional condition on pits about 

trucks going in and out of the pit with excessive noise can be asked to leave and not come 

back if they are causing an excessive disturbance in the neighborhood.   

 

Questions were asked about the transfer of fees for treating a mentally ill patient from the 

State of Minnesota to the county.  This issue was discussed with the board and residents by 

Carla Nelson.  She will be seeking additional information about this issue. 

 

Carla Nelson asked for additional information about mowing ditches and the cost that the 

township has for this.  The board gave her information about our spring and fall mowing 

of the first eight feet of the ditch.  The ditch mowing is done to control noxious weeds and 

also safety.  The township also sprays the ditches for these weeds.  Olmsted County does 

not spray and only does limited mowing.   There was extended discussion about the weed 

issue in Olmsted County.   

 

Upcoming Events 

July 28 Olmsted County Township Assn. Meeting.  No site for this meeting has been 

announced. 



 

 

 

October 8, Couri and Ruppe Legal Seminar—New Haven Town Hall 

 

A motion was made by Drew Moessner and seconded by Brian Connelly to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:25 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Rick Lutzi      Sharon Petersen 

Chairman      Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


