
SALEM  TOWNSHIP 

ANNUAL  NEWSLETTER 

ANNUAL MEETING ITEMS 

 Review Budget Recommendations 

from the Town Board 

 Set Gopher Bounty & Beaver Bounty 

 Town Road Report 

 Update on Planning and Zoning  

       Activities  

TOWNSHIP  ELECTIONS & ANNUAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Salem Township, Olmsted County, 

State of Minnesota, that the election of town officers and annual meeting will be held 

on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at the Salem Town Hall.  In case of inclement weather, the 

election and meeting will be held on the following Tuesday.  The election polls will be 

open from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to elect one supervisor for a term of three years and 

one Treasurer for a term of two years.  Absentee ballots are available at the clerk’s of-

fice at 3802 County Road 150 SW, Byron, MN   55920    Phone:  (507) 365 8480. 

The annual meeting will convene after 8:15 p.m. to conduct any and all business as 

prescribed by law. 

The Board of Canvas will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11, 2015 for the pur-

pose of certifying the election results.   

Additional information is available on our web site:  www.salemmn.org 

  FEBRUARY, 2015 

Candidates who have filed for 

election are: 

Township Supervisor:  

James Evans 

Township Treasurer:    

Gail Fritts 



BUDGET RECOOMENDATIONS FOR YEAR 2016 

The Salem Town Board of Audit met and reviewed the books for the year 2014.  At that meeting 

they also set the levy recommendations for and Annual meeting that will be held on March 10, 

2015.  The levy recommendations for 2016 and last year’s levy are listed below: 

        FUND PROPOSED   2016    

LEVY                               

      2015   LEVY 

ROAD & BRIDGE $136,000.00 $136,000.00 

FIRE PROTECTION $ 45,000.00 $  46,000.00 

FIRE BLDG MAINT $   1,000.00  

FIRST RESPONDERS $   6,500.00 $   4,500.00 

BUILDING UPDATES $    2,000.00 $    2,000.00 

GENERAL REVENUE       $  38,000.00 $  37,000.00 

SAFETY $ $    6,000.00 

LEGAL $    6,000.00                        $ 

TOTAL $234,500.00 $231,500.00 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That the Board of Appeal and *Equalization of the Town-

ship of Salem in OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA, will meet at the Salem Township 

Hall  on the 21st day of April, 2015, from 6:00 PM TO 6:30 PM.  The purpose of this 

meeting is to determine whether taxable property in the jurisdiction has been properly 

valued and classified by the assessor, and to determine whether corrections need to be 

made. 

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, please contact the 

assessor’s office, at 507-328-7670, to discuss your concerns.  If you are still not satisfied 

with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your assessor, you may appear 

before the local board of appeal and equalization.  The board shall review the valuation, 

classification, or both if necessary, and shall correct it as needed.  An appearance before 

your local board of appeal and equalization is required by law before an appeal can be 

taken to the county board of appeal and equalization. 

No complaint that another person is assessed too low will be acted upon until the person 

so assessed, or his agent, shall have been notified of such complaint. 



DID YOU KNOW 

 Burning Permits are available for Salem Township Residents.  They can be purchased at the clerk’s 

office at 3802 County Road 150 SW,  Byron, MN    55920   Phone:   507 365 8480  The cost is $10.00 

for the calendar year. 

 If you need to repair, modify, or install a new septic system, permits are issued by the township 

clerk. 

 If you have a claim to file for gopher or beaver bounties, please notify the clerk by the Friday be-

fore the next scheduled meeting date so that a claim can be presented for payment at the meeting. 

 If you have to add or change a driveway that enters on a township road, please contact the Town-

ship to have your request approved by one of the supervisors.  There is no charge for driveway per-

mits. 

 If the culvert in the right of way fails, please call contact the Township.  They will arrange for a re-

placement to be installed.  If your old culvert does not have aprons, you will be billed for them, but 

not the cost of the failed culvert. 

 It is a good idea to call the township about any work you do in our right of way.   

 The township has completed the required regulatory sign replacement that was a federally mandat-

ed expense for the township.  All our regulatory signs were checked and the ones that did not meet 

reflectivity standards were replaced.  The total cost for this project was $6,977.66. 

 If your house number sign that was supplied to you has been damaged, please contact the township 

to order a replacement sign.  There will be a charge for the replacement signs.  All new housing 

constructed in the township should contact the township clerk to order signs for their new resi-

dence.  The charge for replacement and new signs is $50.00 plus tax. 

 The Planning and Zoning Commission finished work on the update to Salem Township’s zoning 

ordinance this year.  A copy of the ordinance is available on our web site.   If you have questions 

about the ordinance, our zoning administration is handled by Township Cooperative Planning.  

They also handle all our building and remodeling permits. 

 They are located at:     4111-110th Ave SW,    Room 10,    Rochester, MN    55902.Their 

Phone number is:    507 529 0774  The Office Hours are Monday thru Friday   9:00 a.m. to 12:00 

and 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

 If you are not sure about whether a building permit is required, please contact them.  They will be 

glad to help you determine what you need. 

 The township has available for sale “DO NOT SPRAY” signs.  Contact the clerk to get these signs. 

 

 



CONTACT 

US: 

Contact information is 

available on our web 

site.  If you need to con-

tact any member of the 

Township board, you 

can click on the Clerk, 

Treasurer, or Supervi-

sors tab to notify them 

of an issue or a problem 

with a road or any item 

of concern. 

Clerk’s Phone Number:   

507 365 8480 

Our web site is: 

SALEMMN.ORG 

 

SNOW POLICY 

PURPOSE:   To give the citizens of Salem Township a realistic 

expectation of the snow and ice removal services that will be provided dur-

ing the winter season. 

GOAL: The general goal of the Township is to keep the township 

roads passable during the most heavily traveled periods of the week.  Ser-

vice is prioritized by the most logical routing pattern. 

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES:  The first priority is to make 

ALL roads passable.  Once all roads are passable, the lanes will then be 

widened and abrasive material applied if necessary.  Finally, additional 

clean up will be done, if time allows before the next snow. 

Salem Township has only one operator, one snow plow and one 

truck.  Operator duty shifts must be limited to 12 hours per day for safety 

reasons, therefore in no case is 24 hour a day coverage provided.  Icing and 

snow drifting on roads are an expected aspect of winter travel and general-

ly are not adequate justification to dispatch the snow plow.  Hours of oper-

ation will be determined by weather conditions and/or traffic volume. 

Weekends and holidays will receive a reduced level of service, due 

to lower traffic volume and limited resources available.  If the weather ser-

vice has recommended no travel, it is assumed there will be lower traffic 

volume, resulting in a lower level of service.  Operations will be halted 

when conditions are too hazardous, or if reasonable accomplishments can-

not be made. 

EMERGENCY CALLS:  Snow plows will not be dispatched at 

night on most roads except for true emergency calls such as assisting fire 

departments, ambulance crews, or searching for known stranded motor-

ists. 

SALEM TOWNSHIP is not liable for any trash containers that are 

hit when they are set in the road-right-of-way, they should be kept away 

from plow lanes. 

STATE LAW PROHIBITS ANY PUSHING OR DUMPING OF 

SNOW ONTO TOWNSHIP ROAD RIGHT OF WAY.   

Minnesota State Law (Statute 160.27 subdivision 5) states that is 

against the law to place or deposit snow or ice in the township right-of-

way.  This road right of way extends 33 feet from the road center line to 

each side.  This includes snow being pushed from private drives into the 

township right of way.  The law also considers it littering to place snow or 

ice in a right of way, which is punishable as a misdemeanor (Minnesota 

Statute 169.42 subdivision 1 & 5). 

If an owner or occupant continually violates these prohibitions, in 

addition to the cost recovery procedures the legislature made available to 

them in MN Stat. §366.016, the board can also consider contacting the 

sheriff’s  department for possible action under the criminal statutes. 


